Excuse me.

| sad...excuse me.

You're sitting on my bench.

Your bench?

BENCHED

A simple park bench sits center stage. Thereisatrash
can upstageleft. Downstageright is an old (drinking)
water fountain.

RANDALL BAKER is seated in the center of the bench.
Randdl isamanin his early 70s, but looks younger. He
has his head tilted back and is soaking up a mid-afternoon
sun--eyes closed. Randall iswearingajogger’sjump suit.

MAX KURTZ (alsoin his 70s) enters. M ax is dressed
simply. He carries a brown paper bagin one hand and has
asmall multi-colored throw pillow tucked under hisarm.
When M ax sees Randall on the bench he stops. He
studies Randall for alongtime.

MAX

Randall begnsto snore.

M AX, cont.

Randall finaly stirs and looks over to see M ax. Thetwo

stare at one another in silence for an unusually longtime.

M AX, cont.

RANDALL

MAX

I’ve been comingto this same bench for 15 years.

And that makesit yours?

RANDALL



MAX
Squatters' rights.

RANDALL
| see.

MAX
You' re not moving.

RANDALL
You noticed.

MAX
Perhaps you’ ve misunderstood.

RANDALL
| understood.

MAX
Then?

RANDALL
Then what?

MAX

Then you should move along.

Randall stares at him for amoment, then smiles and
moves over to one side so that M ax can sit next to him.

RANDALL
Thereyou are. You canjoin me.

MAX
| don’t want to joinyou. | want my bench.

RANDALL
But this bench isinthe perfect spot.



MAX
| know that. That’swhy I’ve been coming here for 15 years.

RANDALL
And its dway s been empty when you arrive?

MAX
Yes.

RANDALL
| find that hard to believe. Thisisabigcity.

MAX
But everyone knows thisis my bench.

RANDALL
| don’t.

MAX
Perhaps you' re new in town.

RANDALL
Nope.

MAX
I’ ve never seen you before.

RANDALL
That just proves my point.

MAX
Your “point?’

RANDALL
It'sabigcity.

MAX

There' s aperfectly good bench across the pond.



RANDALL
| know. | triedit. It was perfectly good, but it wasn't perfect. At thistime of day, on
this bench, the sun hits my face a just theright ange.

MAX
Why don’'t you just find another bench?

RANDALL
| could ask you the same question.

MAX
Look, | just want to est my lunchin peace...on my bench.

RANDALL
It's2:30. A littlelatefor lunch.

MAX
| awaystakealatelunch. Thepark isless crowded.

RANDALL
And “your” benchisfree.

MAX
Depending on the time of year.

RANDALL

Ah, yes, wdll...spring can beficklein New York. Bamy oneday, ablizzard the next.

MAX
How longdo you think you'll be here?

RANDALL
I’'minnorush. It'smy day off.

MAX
| don’t want any trouble.

RANDALL

You're no trouble. Just have aseat here. I'm very willingto share the bench.

MAX
Yes, but I'mnot. (PAUSE) So..we'rea animpasse.



RANDALL
Actudly, wereat abench.

MAX
If you're tryingto be clever...I’m not amused.

RANDALL
Now there's something I’ ve never been accused of ...being clever.

MAX
| wasn’'t accusingyou of beingclever, | asked if you weretryingto be clever.

RANDALL
Soyoudon't redly think I'm clever?

MAX
I’m sure...gven theright occasion and circumstances y ou have the ability to be clever.

RANDALL
But not amusing.

Randall points toward the bag M ax is carrying.

RANDALL, cont.

Lunch?

MAX
As amatter of fact...

RANDALL
A fish sandwich.

MAX
Areyou goingto move?

RANDALL
Eventualy.

MAX

I’ll tell you what. 1’'m goingto takeawalk. When | come back | expect you to be gone.



RANDALL
That’s abigexpectation.

MAX
Why areyou doingthis to me?

RANDALL

I’m not doing anythingto you.
M ax stands silently for afew moments.

RANDALL, cont.
Come on. Just join me here on the bench. I'mreally quite agreeable.

MAX
If you were agreeable you would leave,

RANDALL
I’m not that agreeable.

After afew more moments M ax findly sits down next to
Randall. Max dutches hispaper bag.

RANDALL, cont.
(re: the bag)
Don’t stop on my account.

MAX
I’m not stopping anything.

RANDALL
Your lunch...y ou should go ahead and est.

MAX
I’m not hungy .

RANDALL
I’ve ruined your gppetite.

MAX

No...you'veruined my day.



RANDALL
But it’s such agorgeous day .

MAX
Perhaps for you.

RANDALL

| get very few days off in my business.

MAX
| redlly don’'t care.
RANDALL
You'reangy.
MAX
I’m not angry, I'mirritated.
RANDALL
You have ashort fuse
M ax jJumps up.
MAX

That'sit.

M ax turns and exits abruptly. Inhisanger heleaves his
paper bag and the throw pillow on the bench.

Randall watches M ax leave, then looks over and notices
he has left his paper bag He startsto call after M ax, but
changes his mind. After amoment he dides over next to
the bagand carefully picksit up and peeks inside.

He smiles a what he sees, reaches in and pulls out what
appears to be asmall finger sandwich wrgpped in
celophane. He carefully unwrapsthetiny sandwich,
studies it for amoment, then begnsto esat.

LIGHTSFADE



SCENE I Lights come back up on the bench. Randall
is sprawled out on the bench. One arm hangs limply
down to the ground.

M ax enters. He stops short when he seesRandall. He
notices hisempty paper baglying on the ground next to
the bench.

He quickly rushes over to the bag, picks it up, and looks
insdethe bag When heredlizesit isempty heleans over
Randall and begns shaking him.

MAX

Oh, my God! Wakeup! Wakeup! Please!

Randall doesn’t move. M ax shakes him again. Still
Randall doesn’t move.

M AX, cont.

Damn. What...what have you done?

Someone! Anyonel Help!

Help! Help!

You'redive.

He stands over Randall for amoment longer. M ax bends
down toward Randall asif considering performing CPR,
but thinks better of it. Helooks around for help.

M AX, cont.

He rushes off.

M AX, cont.

Shortly after M ax exits, Randdll stirs and sits up—in great
spirits. He picks up theempty paper baglying nearby .

M ax reenters and is startled, but relieved to see Randall.

M AX, cont.



RANDALL
You're surprised.

MAX
No...ah...I'm...

RANDALL
Disappointed.

MAX
Disappointed?

RANDALL

WEéll, you wanted y our bench back.

MAX
Yes, but not...

RANDALL
At my expense.

MAX

Look...I...ah...don't know what’s going on here. Did you eat my lunch?

RANDALL
Such asmal sandwich. Hardly even warranted its own paper bag. M ore like afinger
sandwich redly. Thekind they serve at teaparties and funerals.

MAX
“Funerads?’ What!?

RANDALL
I’m dad you've returned.

MAX

Listen to me. There's somethingyou need to know about the sandwich.

RANDALL
Poison. | know.

MAX
How could y ou know about the poison?
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RANDALL
You fit the profile.

MAX
The profile? Oh...ah...you'reacop...adetective.

RANDALL
Nothingthat gamorous. (PAUSE) I'm the angd of death.

MAX
Excuse me?

RANDALL
Why? You heard me. | know I’'m not what you might expect, but I'm therea thing—not
some Hollywood actor type. You know, Robert Redford played me oncein an old
“Twilight Zone” episode. | wasflattered, but it just wasn’t believable.

MAX
You're nuts.

RANDALL
Yes...of course. Only anut would take on thisjob. Not that | had achoice in the matter.

MAX
Mister, | don't know who you are or what gameyou'retryingto play, but if you ate my
lunch we really need to get you to ahospital emergency room.

RANDALL
Stop fretting.

MAX
But there was enough poison in tha sandwich to kill five men.

RANDALL
That would gveit alittle exrakick.

MAX
This is nothing to joke about.

RANDALL
I’m not joking
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MAX
(after amoment)
Oh...wait...| get it. Youdidn't redly eat the sandwich. You'rejust tryingto get even
with me...to teach me alesson.

RANDALL
You're half right.

MAX
So what did you do with the sandwich?

Randall smply smiles. M ax pointsto thetrash can asiif
he' s seen the answer to hismystery.

M AX, cont.
Ah hal

M ax quickly crosses to thetrash can and begns going
through the trash. He has his back to Randdl.

RANDALL
You won't find what you're looking for in there.

Randall fills the paper bag he' s been holding with air and
popsit. A startled M ax turns around.

RANDALL, cont.
You' verealy made amess.

Randall crumples up what is left of the paper bag and
tosses it toward the trash can as M ax moves toward him.

MAX
You did not eat the sandwich. You couldn’t have eaten the sandwich.

RANDALL
Believe what you want. M ost people do anyway .

Randall crosses to the water fountain and leans over it.
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MAX
(re: the fountain)
You'rewastingyour time. The damn fountain doesn't...

Randall snaps afinger and water shoots up from the
fountain. Randall takes alongdrink.

M AX, cont.
Work.

After another moment M ax begins to laugh.

MAX, cont.
All right. 1 gveup. Youwin. You did eat the sandwich. You'rethe angel of death and
you've cometo take me away .

RANDALL
| told you...it’s my day off.

MAX
Sorry. | forgot that part.

RANDALL
| redlizethisis hard to believe...

MAX

Plesse, don't say anything else, mister.

RANDALL
Randall...my nameis Randall.

MAX
Randall? Why would the angel of death need a name?

RANDALL
| don’t need aname. It ismy name. Kind of anice personal touch. Softensthingsup a
bit.

MAX
Fine. Well...Randal...if it’s your “day off” you won’t be of much use to me.

RANDALL
That’s not necessarily true. Why?



MAX
Why?

RANDALL
Why do you want to die?

MAX

The question is...why would | want to live?

RANDALL
It beats the dternative.

MAX
There's dway s heaven.

RANDALL

Out of the question. Suicides don’'t qualify.

MAX
God'srule?

RANDALL
Nah, | just made that up. A little gallows humor.

MAX
Shouldn’t you be somewhere ese? Thousands of people die every day.

RANDALL
M ore then that.

MAX
My point exactly. So, how can you take aday off?

RANDALL

It's part of the omnipotent thing. | can't explainit...hell, | can't even spel it.

MAX
Why would spelling matter to the angel of death?

RANDALL
My mother was astickler about spelling

13.
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MAX
The angel of death has amother? Why would the...? Wait. Haveyou been here before?

RANDALL
You got me. | didn’t start out with this position. | was one of you...human.

MAX
And just how did you attain your position?

RANDALL
| wasyou...alongtimeago. | don’t mean | was literally you. | mean, | wanted to kill
mysdf. Andl did. Actudly | changed my mind about half way through, but when you
jump off acliff and you're headed for the jagged rocks at the bottom it’ s alittlelateto
turn back.

MAX
How did it fed?

RANDALL
Ouch.

MAX

You don't look like a man who threw himseaf on the rocks.

RANDALL
Who needs a plastic surgeon when you’ ve got God on your side.

MAX
So you kill yourself and asareward you get to bethe Angel of Death?

RANDALL
One of them.

MAX
Right...one of them.

RANDALL

That’skind of how it works. Bummer, huh? But, who knows...maybe my day off will
bemy lucky day. Andyou could be my ticket out of this job.
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MAX
How’sthat?

RANDALL
| stop you, | gt apromotion.

MAX

WEéll, you can kiss your promotion good-by e, because nothingyou do or say will change
my mind.

RANDALL
At lesst | delayed things abit.

MAX
Aren't you screwingwith “God’s plan?’ 1sn't each of us supposed to die when our time

comes?

RANDALL
Quicides don't count, unless of courseit’s amatter of euthanasia

MAX
How do you know I’'m not suffering from some termind illness?

RANDALL
You’'re good for alittle while longer, but it’s agood thingyou gave up those cigarettes
when you did.

MAX
So God doesn’t know when we're going to die.

RANDALL
God doesn’'t dway s keep tabs on everyone. Plus, of course, there's free will.

MAX
Dear Lord, aM ehodist.

RANDALL
Actudly | have more of an eclectic attitude with regard to my religous preference.

MAX
Why’sthat?



Randall smiles as he looks to the sky.

RANDALL
Company policy.

MAX
Why am | even listeningto you?

RANDALL

Good point. If you hurry you could catch the A train uptown. Just jump right on the
track. Endthingsin ajiffy.

MAX
Now you’ re encouragng me?

RANDALL
Not exactly. Just provingapoint. Some part of you doesn’'t redlly want to die or you
would have left alongtime ago.

MAX
| did leave.

RANDALL
Ahyes, but you came back.

MAX
For my sandwich.

RANDALL
And you wanted to save my life.

MAX

You're already dead...or SO you say.

RANDALL
Wéll, there’s no need to be nasty about it.

Thetwo men stare a one another silently for afew
moments.
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RANDALL, cont.
You're still here.

MAX
| supposel’m curious.

RANDALL
That’sagood sign. Showsyou still have azest for life.

MAX
| lost my zest about the sametime my papatook the training wheels off my bicycle.

RANDALL
Tdl youwhat. I'm goingto makeyou aded. Just pass alittletimewith me. Let metry
to convince you that it’snot timefor you to check out yet...that you've got areasonto
live. I'm not askingfor alot of your time.

MAX
What'sinit for you?

RANDALL
| told you...apromotion.

MAX
No tricks.

RANDALL

Hey, | can’'t stop you. | told you...it’s my day off. But | could help you. I've got
connections. | might be ableto help you check out naturally. That would be better for
everyone

MAX
Better for everyone?

RANDALL
Correct meif I’'mwrong, but that lifeinsurance policy you left in your son’s namewon'’t
pay off if you, excusethe expression, “ off yourself.”
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MAX
You know about that?

RANDALL
Likel sad...I've got connections.

MAX

Let meget thisstraght. | gveyou achanceto talk me out of doing mysef in, if I’'m not
convinced...you'll help me do the deed.

RANDALL
That’stheded.

MAX
Pain free?

RANDALL

Let’sjust put it thisway, anythingwould be better then that sandwich y ou were goingto
choke on.

MAX
| wasn’'t goingto choke...it was poison.

RANDALL
| hateto tell you, buddy, afish bone was goingto get lodged in your throat.

MAX
Redlly?

RANDALL
It wouldn’t have been pretty.

MAX
You can seeinto the future?

RANDALL

| haveto get clearancefirst. I'm not afree agent. But personally | liketoliveinthe
moment...or die in the moment, as the case may be. So, what do you say? You goingto
gvemeashot? Look, al I'maskingisyoukill alittletimewith me. If it doesn’t work
out...I kill you.
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MAX
(after amoment)
All right. You' vegot adeal. But it’smy choice, right? 1’'m not convinced, you throw the
switch and I’'m oughta here.

RANDALL
You got it.

Randall extends his hand. M ax takes his hand and looks
down to Randall’ s hand as he holds onto it.

MAX
Damn, you're cold.

RANDALL
It goes with the territory. Shall we begn.

MAX
That’s your job.

M ax takes out an old pocket watch and checksthetime.

MAX, cont.
I’ll gveyou one hour. One hour to gve me areason to live.

RANDALL
Well...ah...it"s abeautiful day.

MAX
I’ ve seen better.

RANDALL

| hear the Carniege Deli has a specia on their roast beef sandwiches tomorrow.

MAX
| lost my teeth years ago. I’ve got bad dentures and it’s embarrassing eatingin public.

RANDALL
| see. | could gveyou thewinninglottery ticket numbers for tomorrow.



MAX
The jackpot isonly worth 5 million.

RANDALL
You're atough case.

MAX
You betcha Giveup?

RANDALL

Not yet, but | need you to gve me somethingto work with.

MAX
I’m not interested in helpingyou.

RANDALL
You're still mad about your sandwich and the bench.

MAX
My favorite bench.

RANDALL
| guess|’m goingto haveto pull out dl the stops.

MAX
That’sright. Andyou'veonly got...

M ax pulls out his watch again and sees that it has

stopped.

20.

Hetapsthewatch severa times. AsM axislookingto

his watch, Randall moves behind the bench and turns

away from M ax.

M AX, cont.
My watch has stopped.

RANDALL
Of courseit has.

MAX

This watch belonged to my father.
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Randall remains with hisback to M ax. When he speaks
again his voiceislower and he speaks with a distinct
German accent.

RANDALL
That’sright. I'm dad it means so muchto you. It meant agreat ded to me.

M ax is stunned at the voice he hears.

MAX
What...what’s going on?

RANDALL
You'reasmart boy. You figureit out.

Randall comes around the bench to face M ax. His whole

persona has changed.
MAX
Papa? Papa? Isthat you?
RANDALL
Widll, it’s not M other Teresa?
MAX

All right. Thisisn't funny. Whatever trick you're playing...| want you to stop.

RANDALL
Ah, but you liked my tricks...my magctricks. And the gameswe usedto play.

MAX
Okay, Randall, cut it out. Now!

RANDALL
Who on earth is Randall?

MAX
Damnit, thisisn't funny.

RANDALL

Watch your mouth, young man.



MAX
| don't believethis.

RANDALL
| thought you’d be hgppy to see me.

MAX
No...I mean, yes, | am...but...but you’' ve been dead for 66 y ears.

RANDALL
Has it been that long? | wasn’t keepingtrack.

MAX
Thisisn't possible.

RANDALL
That doesn’t sound like my boy. You used to bdieve anythingwas possible.

MAX
| used to believe in your magc tricks too.

RANDALL
Of courseyou did.

With great flourish, Randall pulls abouquet of fake
flowers from up his sleeve.

RANDALL, cont.
Tada

MAX
They’refeathers.

RANDALL
Y eah, but not bad for someone who’ s been dead for over 60 years.

MAX
Why areyou here? Redly?

RANDALL
Thought you might liketo go fishing. We've got a beautiful day ...the pond here.

22.
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MAX
They don’t allow fishingin this pond.

RANDALL
Thenwe'll go to theriver. You used to love going to the river with me.

MAX
| never caught athing.

RANDALL
That’s not true. | remember that ten pounder you caught...Fourth of July weekend.

MAX
It was adamn carp...abottom feeder.

RANDALL
Yes, but you were so excited. Wetook it home and put it in the bath tub. Your mother
nearly had a heart attack when she went to draw her evening bath.

MAX
Don’t know why | wanted to keep the stupid thing adive.

RANDALL
You were proud of it...and | was proud of you. But this here, son...what you’re thinking
of now...this suicide idea...

MAX
I’'m tired, papa..of everything.

RANDALL
Sotakeanap. Better still, grab that old fishing pole and head down to theriver.

MAX
And catch another worthless carp?

RANDALL
Ah, but that wasn’t just any worthless carp...that was Carlos.

MAX
“Carlos?’
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RANDALL
You gave your fish aname.

MAX
Dear Lord, | forgot.

RANDALL

That’s not possible. Andtheday after you caught Carlos we took him back to the river
so you could set him free...in honor of Independence Day. (PAUSE) That was ageat
summe.

MAX
That was aterrible summer...the summer you died.

RANDALL
That’s not the part of the summer | remember the most. Time passes. You forget the
bad stuff...or let it go.

MAX
| can't. I'vekept track of every day sincethe day you werekilled.

RANDALL
A young boy should have better things to do. Life goes on.

MAX
Not when you’re responsible for your own father’s death.

RANDALL
My, my, son. A littlegrandiose, don't you think?

MAX
But it's thetruth.

RANDALL
| see.

MAX

You don’'t remember wha happened? How it happened?

RANDALL
Actudly dl | recall was hearing the train coming out of nowhere...then blackness.
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MAX
You were on your way back home...for your watch.

He holds up thewatch.

MAX, cont.
Thiswatch. You never went to work without your watch. You aways said the most
important piece of equipment for a good conductor was his timepiece,

RANDALL
| said that? Funny...I don’t remember sayingthat.

MAX
| had dlipped thewatch out of your pocket the night before. | just wantedto hold it. |
fell asleep withit. By thetimel woke up the next morningyou had already left for work.
| tried to runto catchyou. You were coming around the corner, coming back home...on
thetrestle, over theriver. You aways told usto never walk on thetrestle.

RANDALL
Good advice.

MAX
The train came around the corner so fast. | screamed, but y ou couldn’t hear me. You
waved.

RANDALL
Of course | did.

MAX
Then you were gone...in an instant.

RANDALL
| would imagne so.

MAX
Don’t you see? It shouldn’t have happened. If | hadn’t taken y our watch the night
before y ou would have had no reason to turn back. You wouldn’t have been killed.

RANDALL
You wereeight yearsold, leilbling. A boy. Little boys are curious.
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MAX
| wasn't curious, | was stupid.
Randall laughs.
RANDALL
My, ohmy.
MAX
What? What isit?
RANDALL

| remember now...why | was coming back. It had nothingto do with thewatch. | didn’t
even know it was missing...not yet. | wanted an extra piece of your mother’ s rhubarb
pie. | couldn't remember if | had put apiecein my lunch pail. | stopped by the tracks
and checked my pal. Nopie. | hadto havethat pie. You remember your mother’s pie,
don’'t you?

MAX
Yes, but...

RANDALL
But nothing. What happened to mewasn’t your fault. It was my darn sweet tooth and
your mother’s rhubarb pie.

MAX
No.

RANDALL
Come on, now, son, you know better than to talk back to your papa

MAX
That can’t beright.

RANDALL
Sureit is, son. Trust your papa

Randall holds out his hand to take the watch.

RANDALL, cont.
May 1?
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M ax hands him thewatch. Randall rises and moves
behind M ax.

RANDALL, cont.
Thissureisagood old watch. Never lost asecond of timeinal theyears| hadit. You
take good care of this watch, son. Be sureyou wind it regular...but not too tight.

Randall hands the watch back to M ax, leans over him,
kisses him on the top of the head, then turns his back to
M ax and the audience. M ax stares down at the watch
and is surprised at what he sees.

MAX
Its...its running.

Randall turns back around. He has resumed his previous

persona

RANDALL
Sureit is.

MAX
Papa? Where'd you go?

RANDALL

Excuseme. | may beaold, but I’'m not old enough to be your father.

MAX
What did you do? Just now?

RANDALL
| don’t know what you' re talking about.

MAX
Yes you do.

RANDALL
All right, | do...but it’s exhaustingand | can’t explain it anyway .

MAX
I’m onto you now. Your some new age fruitcake...into that channeling crap.
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RANDALL
Channeling? Never heard of it. M ust have been after my time,

MAX
How did you know about my father...and his voice?

RANDALL
Your father had anice voice. A singer in the church choir. Never missed a Sunday .
Right?

MAX
He sang bass.

RANDALL
I'matenor mysdf. (HE SNGS) “Every timeit rains, it rains. Pennies from...” Sorry.
Look, you weren't responsible for your father’ sdeath. That oughtamake you feel better.
Now, why don’t you go on home, take anice hot bath, and forget about taking an early
dirt nap.

MAX
Nothing s changed. | still want out. So, it’stimefor you to keep your part of the
bargain.

RANDALL
Not so fast. I’'m not ready to throw in the towe just yet.

MAX
WEéll, you're goingto have to do better then thislast little stunt of yours.

RANDALL
Hey, that was no stunt.

MAX
Whatever. Anyway...I don’'t care what it was. |’'m still checking out.

RANDALL
You don't fed alittle better? Just atwinge of hope?

MAX
Screw hope.
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RANDALL
All right, then, how ‘bout love? Now there’'sareason to live.

MAX
Not if it’s dead.

RANDALL
Comeon, now. You've got ason.

MAX

Who hasn’t spokento mein 25 years.

RANDALL
That doesn’t stop thelove.

MAX
“Love.” Humph. It'soverrated. Nothing but trouble.

RANDALL
Ah, yes, well, here comes trouble.

Randall looks off stage, then picks up the paper flowers
that M ax has left lying on the bench. He hands the
flowers to M ax and takes afew steps back. Before M ax
has a chance to gvethe flowers back ayoungwoman
(KATHERINE MARIE ZANE) enters from STAGE
RIGHT. Katherine nearsthebenchand smilesa M ax
when she sees him holding the flowers. She passes M ax
and seems about to exit, but stops. She seems a bit
surprised by her sudden compulsion to stop. Sheturns
back to face M ax and smiles again.

KATHERINE
Good afternoon.

MAX
Good...good afternoon.

KATHERINE

(indicating the bench)
Mind if | sit for amoment?
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MAX
No...ah...help yourself.
KATHERINE
Thank you.
M ax turns to Randall.
MAX

This woman...she looks so familiar.

RANDALL
You don't say.

MAX
If thisis another one of your tricks.

Randall shrugs innocently.

KATHERINE
| begyour pardon?

MAX
Oh...not you...I was just takingwith my...ah...friend.

M ax motions toward Randdl. Katherinelooksin
Randall’ s direction, but obviously doesn’'t see him.

KATHERINE
Your friend?
MAX
Yes. Youdon't...
RANDALL
(under hisbreath)

Shecan't see me.

M ax seems frozen in place for afew moments.



31

RANDALL, cont.
(still whispering)
Go dong. You don't want to keep such alovely youngwoman waiting.

After amoment, M ax turns back to Katherine, but then
hereturns to Randall aggin.

MAX
If shecan’'t seeyou, then I’'m assuming she can’t hear you, so why are you whispering?

RANDALL
Good point.

KATHERINE
| lovethe park thistimeof day. It’s very peaceful. | don't think I could livein New
York City without the park, do you? | don't meanto hogthe bench. Come. St with me.

M ax hesitates for amoment, then moves over and sits on
the bench next to Katherine. Randall watches everything

with aamile.

MAX
You...ah...remind me of someone.

KATHERINE
Redlly?

MAX

Probably just my old eyes playingtricks on me. Then, again, it isasmall world.

KATHERINE
Or abigcity.

MAX
I’ve heard that before.

M ax gances to Randall who smiles smugly .

KATHERINE
Sorry. My mom was alway's sayingthat.
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MAX
| have an...acquaintance who say s the same thing.

KATHERINE
Kind of atired cliche.

MAX
| think that’s the nature of cliches.

K aherine smiles and extends ahand toward M ax.

KATHERINE
My name's Katherine. Katherine M arie Zane. My friends call me Kaie...another cliche.

MAX
Oh...no.

M ax gets up and moves back to Randall.

MAX, cont.
What areyou tryingto pull now?

KATHERINE
|'s something wrong?

RANDALL
I’m not pullingathing Y our friend asked you a question.

M ax returnsto sit next to Katherine.

MAX
Your name. It can't be Katherine M arie

KATHERINE
That’swhat it says on my driver’slicense, which | would be happy to show you, but
it’saterrible picture.

MAX
KatherineM arie. Isthat a...ah...afamily name?
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KATHERINE
It was my grandmother’s name.

MAX
(amost to himself)
Kaherine M arie Sovak.

KATHERINE
You knew my grandmother?

MAX
Well...l...ah...don't know. KatherineM arieisn’t aparticularly unusual name.

KATHERINE
But Sovak is. At least it was in Watertown, Connecticut.

MAX
Your gandmother was from Watertown?

KATHERINE
Yes. Areyoudl rignt?

MAX
I’'m fine...I mean, | will be.

KATHERINE
You have me at adisadvantage.

MAX
| do?

KATHERINE
| don’t know your name.

MAX

I’'m sorry. Yes, of course...my nameis Max. Max Kurtz.

KATHERINE
Widl, M ax Kurtz, this can't be just acoincidence...our meetinglike this. It must befate.
Tdl me how you knew my grandmother.

MAX
|...wegrew up together in Watertown.



KATHERINE
| never knew my grandmother. Shedied long before | was born. | know her through
pictures and stories. She was quite abeauty .

MAX
Yes, shewas. You look very much like her.

KATHERINE
If that’s true...thank you. Tell meabout her.

MAX
Well...I...it"s been along time.

KATHERINE
Were you one of her suitors? | heard she had many. I'll bet you were a handsome devil
inyour time...not that you're still not handsome.

MAX
Please. I’'m an udly, toothless, old fool.

KATHERINE
You're much too hard on yourself.

MAX
You' re much too kind.

KATHERINE
Not redly. Now, plesse...tel me about my grandmother. Something| don’t know.
Something naughty .

MAX
She organized dances...in the church basement.

KATHERINE
Now there's ascandal.

MAX
It was & thetime.

KATHERINE

Was she a good dancer?
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MAX
Thebest. She smelled of lavender.

KATHERINE
You were one of her suitors. | can still seethe sparkleinyour eyes.

MAX
Your grandmother and | were not right for one another.

KATHERINE
Why don't | bdieve you?

MAX
Katherine' sfather didn’t approve of me.

KATHERINE
Ah yes, the man who owned al of Watertown...and everyoneinit. He could be quitethe
bully.

MAX
Hewas just protectingwhat was his.

KATHERINE
“What was his?” M ax Kurtz, I'm disappointed inyou. | would have takenyou for a
more modern man.

MAX
It s best if you simply took me for the old fool that | am.

M ax gets up and crosses to Randall.

M AX, cont.
| want her to leave now.

RANDALL
| can’t help you with this one, pd.

MAX
Of courseyou can help me. You set thisup. | know you did.
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RANDALL
| may have started the bal rolling, but hey, it’ s that free will thing again.

MAX
Damnyou. If you think thisis goingto change my mind, you' rewrong. This could push
me further over the edge.

RANDALL
A calculated risk.

KATHERINE
Max? Max? Havel upset you? I’'m sorry.

Hereturnsto her side

MAX
You haven't done anythingwrong. It’sjust that thinking of your grandmother again
brings up some painful memories.

KATHERINE
Like the dancesin the church basement?

MAX
Those weren’t the painful memories.

KATHERINE
Wédll, then...shal we?

She holds up her arms--offering herself to him for a dance.

MAX
What are you doing?

KATHERINE
| want you to dance with me.

MAX

Here? Now? In Centra Park? What if someone comes by ?

KATHERINE
Thisis New York City, for god’s sake, no one's goingto care. They might even cut in.
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MAX
There' s no music.

KATHERINE
We'll make our own. Come on.

He moves toward her. She moves closer to him and he
takes her in hisams. They stand motionless for afew
moments. Findly Randall begnsto hum--providing
music. (The Sdewalks of New York) M ax gves Randall
adirty look over his shoulder. Randall smilesinnocently
as he continues to hum.

Kaherine and M ax start to dance. Asthey continue,
M ax begns to enjoy himself.

KATHERINE, cont.
You' re not abad dancer, M ax Kurtz.

MAX
And you smell of lavender.

KATHERINE
You loved her very much, didn’t you?

MAX
Yes.

KATHERINE
And sheloved you.

M ax stops dancing suddenly and moves away from
Katherine.

KATHERINE, cont.
Why did you stop?

MAX
Becausethisissilly. I'mnot an 18 year old kid. I'm 72 yearsold. | don’'t want to
remember some teenage crush | had over 50 years ago.
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KATHERINE
But it was more than a crush.

MAX
You don't know that. You don't know me

KATHERINE
Of coursel do. You'reM ax Kurtz. Thelove of Katherine M arie Slovak’s life.

MAX
Wait amoment. You knew who | was? It’s not possible that you would know me.

KATHERINE
Ah, but grandmother did...and she never forgot you. Do you know she never understood
why you left her?

MAX
| didn’t leave her. | left Watertown. And, anyway, | told you...weweren't right for one
another.

KATHERINE
She never stopped lovingyou. You were the great love of her life.

MAX
It would not have worked. We would have destroy ed one another.

KATHERINE
You mean her father would have destroy ed you.

MAX
Please, go. | redlly need to be alone now.

Heturns his back on Kaherine. She movesto M ax.
KATHERINE
You'realucky man, M ax Kurtz...to have known the kind of love you and my

gandmother knew. You owned apiece of her heart until the day she died.

Katherine kisses M ax on the cheek and begnsto leave.
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MAX
Kaherine M arie.

KATHERINE
Yes?

MAX
I’'m sorry.

KATHERINE
| know.

K aherine continues her exit, but stops as she passes by
Randall. She pausesfor amoment and looks front—as if
she senses another presence. After amoment she smiles
and completes her exit. M ax collapses onto the bench
and removes anotetha isyelowed with age.

RANDALL
(re: the note)
What haveyou got there?

MAX
It’ sthelast note | received from Katherine M arie. | forgot I'd even saved it. | found it
this morningin the bottom of an old desk drawer. | didn’t need to find this...not today .

RANDALL
You must’vefound it for areason.

MAX
Reason!? Yes. Thisnote gave me afinal reason to do what | came hereto do. And if
you think thislittle set up you pulled with Katherine's granddaughter was supposed to
change my mind, you made a big mistake.

RANDALL
But | thought it went rather well.

MAX
Now | believeyou. You arethe angel of death...Dr. M engele. You tortureyour victims
before you do themin.
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RANDALL
That’s not what I’ m doing.

MAX
| see. Just what isit you think you're doing?

RANDALL
You've had red loveinyour life. Do you know how many people have never
experienced what y ou experienced? That done should make you want to embrace life.

MAX
But | lost that. | blew it. | threw it awvay.

RANDALL
Soit didn’'t work out exactly the way you would have liked. Y ou can never fedl real joy
inyour lifeunless you' ve experienced red pain.

MAX
Oh, that’s pithy.

RANDALL
I’'mdadyou liked it.

MAX

You'reanidiot. Let meask you aquestion. Didyou get al of your facts straight before
you decided to take me on?

RANDALL
l...I felt confident that | could turnyou around.

MAX
Widll, let meturn you around. The reason things “didn’t work out” exactly theway |
planned was because K atherine M ari€' s father offered me a bundle of money if | would
leave town, without aword, and never come back. And | took it.

RANDALL
Of courseyou took it.

MAX
What do you mean, of course | took it?
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RANDALL
Correct meif I’'m wrong, but Katherine M arie’'s father told y ou he would cut her out of
his estate permanently if she wereto marry you. And hethreatened to foreclose on your
widowed mother’s home.

MAX
So | wanted to help my mother out. That hardly qualifies me for sainthood. And what
about “love conquers dl?’

RANDALL
It’ s been known to work on occasion. What did Kaherine say in her last note?

MAX
You seem to know so much, you tell me.

RANDALL
| don’t read private mail.

MAX
She offered to run off with me, but my love would have been apoor substitute for the
things Katherine M arie was used to.

RANDALL
Ah, yes, the cold comfort of cash...quite the gphrodisiac.

MAX
You know what, friend, your timeis aimost up...and so is mine.

M ax holds up Katherine's envelope for Randall to see
and begnsto tear it to pieces. When he'sfinished he
crosses over to the trash bin and deposits the torn letter
into the trash.

MAX, cont.
There. Now, let’s end this whole charade right now. I’'m ready to meet my maker.

RANDALL
But | still have sometimeleft.
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MAX
Forget it. If you'regoingto get your promotion it’s goingto haveto be at someone else’s
expense.

RANDALL
But it hasto beyou.

MAX
Why? What difference does it make?

RANDALL
WE' re connected.

MAX
Right. We'real connected.

RANDALL

But you and | are especidly connected.

MAX
| see. So, what are we...some metaphysical odd couple?

RANDALL
Something much more concrete.

MAX
And why should I listento you, anyway? You chose the same route out of this lousy
life.

RANDALL
Yes, | did. And | have been forever sorry.

MAX
Looks to melike you landed yourself a pretty cushy job.

RANDALL
| supposeit might look that way to you.

MAX
At lesst I've got reasonsto end it al. Everythingand every person | have touched in my
lifel have screwed up. My father...
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RANDALL
| told you...that wasn't your fault.

MAX
| have no reason to believe you. Andyou saw...you heard what | did to Katherine M arie.
| broke her heart.

RANDALL
And your own.

MAX
Look, | don’'t trust you, so save your breath.

RANDALL
Ah, now there’ s the problem...trust. Give me onelast chance...to gain your trust.

MAX
You want my trust, then | want thetruth.

RANDALL
Thetruth?

MAX
About you. | want to know what drove you over the edge.

RANDALL
| toldyou, | didn’'t drive, | jumped.

MAX
Your deverness is starting to bore me.

RANDALL
Oh.

MAX
So...thetruth...or stick afork in me because I'm done...and you’'re going to do it.

RANDALL
Very wel. Thetruth. | wasinlove.



MAX
Ah...unrequited love.

RANDALL
Not exactly. Wewere married. We had three wonderful children together. My wifewas
devoted to all of us. And she loved me...as best she could.

MAX
Andyou killed yourself?

RANDALL
Sounds kind of silly now, doesn’t it?

MAX
Wait. I'vegot it. You lost everythingin the market...or somethinglike that.

RANDALL
Never invested. Infact, | never had to work aday in my life. My wife inherited her
family’svery ample estate.

MAX
So far your suicide is making absolutely no sense.

RANDALL
So it would seem.

MAX
Unless, of course...y our wife died.

RANDALL
That would have been easier.

MAX
You didn’t...no...that’ s not possible. You didn’t kill your wife, did you?

RANDALL
I’m hurt. What do you take me for anyway ?

MAX
Excuse me, but you are the Angel of Desth.
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RANDALL
It'sjust atitle

MAX
Okay, let me get this straight, you marry this beautiful, independently wedthy, woman,
have three wonderful children and one day you take adive onto Plymouth rock for no
good reason.

RANDALL
That’s about thegist of it.

MAX
| gottatell you, pd, you're not inspiring me to keep on keepin’ on.

RANDALL

MAX
How about your heath? Wereyou sick? A bad ticker?

RANDALL
You're gettingwarmer. My heart was breaking.

MAX
You fdl in love with another woman.

RANDALL
Never. But there was someone elsein my life...our lives. Someone my wife could never

forget.

MAX
You said she was devoted to you and loved you.

RANDALL
As best she could.

MAX
| don’t get the problem.



RANDALL
| would expect you, of al people, to understand.

MAX
Why?

RANDALL
Becauseyou've had red love. Thekind that smells of lavender.

MAX
| don’'t want to talk about Katherine again.

RANDALL
But you asked for thetruth.

MAX
| asked you why you killed yourself.

RANDALL
And I’'m tellingyou why.

MAX
What would Katie haveto do with your suicide?

RANDALL
Katherine M arie Slovak was my wife.

MAX
You wannarun that by me again...slowly.

RANDALL
| was married to Katherine M arie.

MAX
You have avery sick sense of humor.

RANDALL
It"strue. | moved to Watertown three years after you had gone. | worked for
Katherine sfather. | fel inlove with her thefirst timel saw her.

46.
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MAX
| don’t need to hear this.

RANDALL
Ah, but you do. You need to hear all of it. It’simportant.

MAX
You were married to Katherine M arie and you killed y ourself.

RANDALL
That’sright. | married awoman who never stopped loving someone else. You.

MAX
Thisis another one of your tricks. You're making this up.

RANDALL
K aherine had two brothers, Sam and William. Her favorite flower was the peony, she
made killer black bean soup, and she hated fishing because she couldn’t stand putting
worms on the hook.

MAX
You took Katherine fishing?

RANDALL
No, but you did. She used to loveto tell the kids about your fishingtrips.

MAX
You could have gotten that information from your...source.

RANDALL
God'’ s not bigon minutia

MAX
I’m sure her love for me passed.

RANDALL

It didn’t. AndI could fed it. All of thetimewewere together. Shewas never
crudl...never tormented mewith it...but | tormented myself. | thought | could live withiit,
but | couldn’t.

MAX
This little rendezvous today, between you and me...thisisn't a coincidence, is it?
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RANDALL
Not exactly.

MAX
S0 everything we ve been acting out here...it’s dl lies.

RANDALL
No, no...everything has been true. Though thisisn’t realy my day off...morelikea
working holiday .

MAX
All right. Listen carefully. | want you to leave. | don’'t want your “help.” | just want to
do thisthing alone...in peace.

RANDALL
But I'mtryingtotedl you, if you do this, you'll have no peace.

MAX
Giveit arest. If you came hereto stop me...you blew it.

RANDALL
But you're not through. There’s more for you to do before you move on.

MAX
There' s nothing left for me.

RANDALL
Thereis.

MAX

Allright. I'll bite. What elseis there for me?

RANDALL
| can’t tell you.

MAX
You can't, or you won't?

RANDALL

Hey, I’'m the Angel of Death, not some side show fortune teller.



49.

MAX
But you can seeinto the future.

RANDALL
| told you...I have to get clearance.

MAX
Fine. We'll forget that. Just keep your part of our deal. Now.

RANDALL
You're positive.

MAX
Absolutely.

RANDALL

Vey well. Youwant to die standing, sitting, lyingdown?

MAX
| don’t care.

RANDALL
Awake or asleep? Wecan do it either way .

MAX
Hey, dead is dead.

RANDALL
| wish | had said that. Any last words?

MAX
Y eah...sure...“ Rosebud.”

RANDALL
That’s been used.

MAX
Quit stalling.

RANDALL

Okay ...herewe go.



| don't fedl athing.

| promised you no pain.

Wadll, alittle pain.

What’ s goingon? Am | dead?
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Randall moves closer to M ax, who stands near the park
bench. Heplaces ahand on M ax s shoulder.

MAX

RANDALL

Suddenly M ax reaches up and grabs hisright arm, in pain.

RANDALL, cont.

M ax collapses onto the bench. His head dropsonto his
chest and hiseyes close. Randall sits down on the bench
next to Max. The sound of an ice cream truck can be
heard in the distance. Randall brightens. He gets up and
heads toward the sounds of the truck.

After amoment, M ax opens his eyes and raises his head.
Helooks around, curious. He's aso surprised to still be
on the park bench. Randall reenters with two ice cream
cones. Hesitsdown next to M ax.

MAX

RANDALL

You were. For amoment. | changed my mind.

You can't do that.

MAX

RANDALL

Surel can. It’s part of that omnipotent thing. Plus, | thought of another reason for you

togoonliving

M ax looks at him, puzzled. Randall smiles as he extends
one of theice cream cones to him.
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RANDALL, cont.
Butter pecan ice cream, with sprinkles.

M ax takes the cone and, after amoment, he takesalick of
theice cream. Thetwo men sit silently, enjoyingtheir
cones. M ax raises his coneto take another lick and the
top scoop of ice cream falsinto hislgp. M axlooks
down at theice creamin his lap.

RANDALL
You should clean that up. You want to be presentable.

MAX
Where I’m goingit’s not going to matter.

RANDALL
You can never be too sure about where you'’ re going.

MAX
| know where | should be going.

RANDALL
A lot of peoplewouldn’'t agree with you.

MAX
What have you got planned now...some kind of testimonia? Areyou goingto parade al
of my friends out hereto try to convince methat my lifeis worth living?

RANDALL
Would tha changey our mind?

MAX
Not even alittle bit.

RANDALL

Too bad.

Randall can't stand to seetheicecreamon M ax'slgp. He
reaches into his pocket, takes out a handkerchief, and
reaches over to dean up theice cream.
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MAX
What the hell do you think you’ re doing?

RANDALL
Likel said, | want you to be presentable.

M ax shakes his head, but still allows Randall to dean him
up.

MAX
(after amoment)
Hey...Randall, Katherine said her grandmother died before she was born.

RANDALL
Yes. Shewas only forty-three. She died seventeen years after | made my rather rude
exit.

MAX
What happened?

RANDALL
Her heart just...stopped.

MAX
Some people have dl the luck.

RANDALL
You can't be that cynical.

MAX

But | an. So, you see...I’m not worth saving. You know what...I’ll bet there were times
when you even wished me dead.

RANDALL
Well...ah...I wouldn’t go that far.

MAX
Ahha I’'montoyou. Half way throughyour swan dive onto the rocks you said you
changed y our mind.



53.

RANDALL
Yes| did.

MAX
And I’ll bet | know wha you were thinking. “ It ought to bethat other s.0.b. and not me
headed for the great beyond.”

RANDALL
Actudly | waswonderingif | had changed my underwear.

MAX
You're not goingto joke your way out of thisone, pa. There's somethingfishy here.
Wait asecond. You said Katie died when shewas forty-three, seventeen years ater you.

RANDALL
That’ s right.

MAX
How old wereyou?

RANDALL
Twenty-eight.

MAX

That’snot possible. Look at you. You'vegot to be what...seventy...seventy -five?

RANDALL
Ageisdl inyour mind.

MAX
Tdl that to my back and knees. | want to know what's going on here. Right now.

RANDALL
Nothing s goingon. 1I’'m hereto help you and in return...

MAX
That’saload of crap. If you died a twenty-eight, how come you look so much older
now?



RANDALL
It'ssimpleredly. M ost folks think after they diethey get to skip through eternity as
youngsters.

MAX
And that’s not the case?

RANDALL
Not if you contribute to your own demise. God isnot abigfan of suicide. So, in most
cases, you pull the plug on yourself you get to continue aging up to the point where you
would have died naturaly.

MAX
A vengeful God, eh.

RANDALL
| wouldn’t go that far, but God is not immune to mood swings.

MAX
God isawoman?

RANDALL
Let’sjust say God has afeminine side and leaveit a that.

MAX
WEéll, whatever he or sheis, God iswastingalot of valuabletimeon me. | don't want to
diejust because my lifeis miserable. 1’ve brought alot of misery to other peoples’ lives
aswdl. Probably the best thing! did for Katherine M arie was to walk out of her life.

RANDALL
M arch 27th, right?

MAX
Yes.

RANDALL
Today.

MAX

That’sright...and it’s dso the day my wifedied.
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RANDALL
| know. | wasthere.

MAX
You were...oh, right...of course. And you know where | was when my wife died?

RANDALL
The Termina Bar on Eighth Ave.

MAX
Now there's anirony, I’m gettingloaded at the“ Terminal” bar and my wifeiskilled on
her way to pick me up at thetrain station in Samford.

RANDALL
An accident.

MAX
You mean, another accident, like my father’s death.

RANDALL
You can’'t blame yourself for what happened to your wife,

MAX
My son can. We haven't spoken since just after my wife’sfuneral.

RANDALL
You were workingthat night...covering the Knicks for The Times.

MAX
Right. And | was just unwinding after the game with afew drinks before | had to catch
thetrain home. Only it wasn't just afew drinks...and it wasn’'t just any night. It was
M arch 27th.

RANDALL
Katherine M arie again.

MAX
| got so loaded. | caled my wife. Weonly lived two miles from the station.

RANDALL
Theroads wereicy.
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MAX
| loved my wife.

RANDALL
Shewanted to pick you up.

MAX

| could have walked home, for God’ s sake.

RANDALL
You can’t control everythingin life.

MAX
I’m apoor excuse for a man.

RANDALL
Damnit! Sop beatingyoursalf up!

Randall has stunned himsalf. M ax is stunned as wdll and
thetwo men stare at one another.

MAX
(after amoment)
Oooh. Anangd with attitude.

RANDALL
Yes...wdll...I got carried away ...alittle emotional.

MAX
Why do you care so much about me, anyway ? You say you never wished me dead, yt,
accordingto you, I’'m the guy who had Katherine M ari€’s heart.

RANDALL
Don't start that again.

MAX
Hel, | might as well have been the one who pushed you over the edge of that cliff.

RANDALL
That was my own mess, thank you very much.
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MAX
You still haven’'t answered my question. Why do y ou care so much about me?

RANDALL
| told you...ah...I’m looking for a promotion.

MAX
There's moretoit thenthat. Therearealot of poor scmucks out there you could try to
stop from killing themselves.

RANDALL
But we' re connected.

MAX
Kaherine M arie.

RANDALL
Shewas our one true love.

MAX
And we both left her.

RANDALL

Yes, but you at least thought you were leaving for Katherine. | had no real reason. | left
Kaherine aone...with two sons and a daughter to raise.

MAX
Because she didn’'t love y ou enough?

RANDALL
That’sright.

MAX
Woah, wait aminute. You'retryingto make mefeel noble. Tha’sacheap trick and it
won't work.

RANDALL
No, no...I'm not playinggames. Deathis not agame. | don't want you to make the same
mistake | made...leaving before your time. | missed out on so much...my children growing
up, my grand-children...Katherine M arie... Listento me, dyingis easy, regret is hard.
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MAX
You know what, I’'m getting sick of your catchy little phrases. Besides, I’ve earned the
right todieanyway | seefit. I’'velived my life, regetsand dl. And at least I’m not
checkingout for my own vanity.

RANDALL
Touche.

MAX
Give up, Randal. Anyway, you said it yourself, | only have “alittlewhile longer.”

RANDALL
But so much can happenin alittlewhile. Remember when we were youngand a week
seemed like forever?

MAX
But I’'m not young and | want out of my miserablelife...before | do any more damage.

RANDALL
All right. I'll play you for it.

Randall produces a deck of cards from his jacket pocket.

MAX
Cards?

RANDALL
You're agambling man, right?

MAX

I’ve played afew handsin my time.

RANDALL
Onehand. Fivecard draw. You win, the conversation ends right now and I'll takeyou
with me.

MAX
No more tricks. No more...changingy our mind.

RANDALL
You have my word.



MAX
How do | know you won’t cheat?

RANDALL
Hey, I’'man angd.

MAX
There are no angels when it comes to poker.

RANDALL

Okay. Thegameisfive card draw. Black fours and one-eyed jacks wild.

Randall deals two cards.

MAX
What do you think you' re doing?

RANDALL
Begyour pardon?

MAX
You'll be beggngfor more than that if you don’t shufflethat deck.

Randall extends the deck to M ax with a smile.

RANDALL
You may do the honors.

M ax takes thedeck. Hestarts to shufflethe cardsin
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front of Randall, but changes his mind and turnsto his

side-shuffling the deck out of Randall’s (and the

audiences’) sight.

After he finishes shuffling M ax offers the deck to

Randall.

MAX
Cut the deck.

RANDALL
| trust you implicitly.
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MAX
Cut the deck.

Randall reaches out to cut the deck.

RANDALL
Cut ‘emthin, sureto win.

M ax ey es him suspicioudly.

RANDALL, cont.
You meet al kindsin my line of work.

M ax separates the deck, allowing Randall to placethe
cards he has cut into the middle of thedeck. Hereturns
the deck to Randdl.

MAX
Now you can deal. Wait asecond. | know what happensif | win. What happens if you
win?

RANDALL
You go home and live out therest of your naturad life,

MAX
That'sit? | don't haveto repent...or pray...or any of that crap.

RANDALL
You can even keep the five bucks you throw into the Salvation Army Pot outside The
Times building every Christmas.

MAX
Ded the cards, sucker.

Before Randall has a chance to dedl again, M ax stops him
by slappingahand on his hand.

MAX, cont.
Hey, that lookinginto the future thing..y ou’ re not goingto pull that one on me, areyou?



61.

RANDALL
| told you, | haveto get specia clearance. Besides, you shuffled the deck yourself.

MAX
All right, then.

Randall begnsto deal very ddiberately. He' s obviously
not adept a cards. M ax's impatience grows as he
watches Randall.

RANDALL
(dedling)
Onefor you. Onefor me. Onefor you. Onefor me. Onefor you. Onefor me. Onefor
you. Onefor me. Onefor you. Onefor...

MAX
Fivel!

M ax reaches down and picks up hiscards. AsM ax
studies his cards he smiles. Randall studies his cards,
then looksto M ax and sees his delight.

RANDALL
Nice hand, en?

MAX
A hand to diefor.

RANDALL
How many cards would you like?

MAX
None

RANDALL
| see. Thededer takesfive.

Randal again begins to ded very ddiberately. He again
counts to himself, but this time he silently mouths the
numbers as he counts out his five cards.
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MAX
Areyou quite through?

RANDALL
Yes.

He picks up his new cards and studies them.

MAX
Say, may be we can throw some cash in the pot.

RANDALL
That won’'t be necessary .

MAX
Of course not.

Randall picks up his cards, studies them, and looks at

M ax.
RANDALL
Wedon't haveto do this.
MAX
It’ s alittlelateto be bluffing.
RANDALL

I’m not bluffing. I’m gvingyou onelast chance to changeyour mind. You don’t want to
go...not redly.

MAX
WEe'll see about that.

M ax smiles as he lay s his cards on the bench.

MAX, cont.
A royad flush. I'vewated my wholelifefor aroyd flush. Now I can die ahappy man.

RANDALL
Oooh, hearts. Very pretty.
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MAX
Veay swedt.

RANDALL
M ax, let’s forget the game. Please.

MAX
You're stalling.

RANDALL
No...I’'mjust tryingto save you.

MAX

That’s not your department. You gonnafold or what?

RANDALL
Not exactly.

Randall puts his cards on the bench with asmile.

RANDALL, cont.
Read ‘em and weep. I'vedwayswantedto say tha. Five aces.

MAX
What are you talking about?

RANDALL
The ace of clubs, the ace of diamonds, a one-ey ed jack, the four of clubs and the four of
spades. That makesfive aces.

MAX
Wild cards...damn. You play like my grandmother.

RANDALL
And afinewoman sheis. She sends her regards, by theway .

MAX
| couldn’t talk you into one more hand, could 1?

RANDALL
I’m afraid not. M ax...youwon’t be sorry. Believe me.



MAX
Screw you! Screw theinsurance money! I'm going straight home and blowing my brains
out.

RANDALL
You're not goingto do that.

MAX
You don’'t know that.

RANDALL
You don’'t have agun.

MAX

| was speaking metaphoricadly. Andyou can’'t stop me. You said so yoursdf.

RANDALL
That’sright.

MAX
Great, then I'm out of here.

M ax starts to leave, but stops.

RANDALL
What’ s wrong?

MAX
You...what’s going to happen to you?

RANDALL
| guess| don't get that promotion. But it’snot your concern.

MAX
Just out of curiosity, what was the promotion to?

RANDALL
Birth.

MAX
Birth?
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RANDALL
Y eah, you know, instead of escortingpeopleout, | get to escort them in.

MAX
| told you, you'll find someone elseto save.

RANDALL
And| toldyou, it hasto beyou.

MAX
Because of Katherine M arie.

RANDALL
Yes. And someone else.

MAX

Someone else? Who? What are you talking about?

RANDALL
| can’t tell you. | canonly say it has somethingto do with the future...the very near
future.

MAX
And you know what it is this time, don’'t you?

RANDALL
Yes..wdll...ah... do. Only | can't say. But | promise you...you do thisthing, you will
be sorry.

After amoment, M ax crosses to the bench and sits down.

MAX
Yeah, wdl, I’'m already sorry.

RANDALL
You'renot goingto do it?

MAX

You won thecard game. A bet’s abet.



RANDALL
Wow. Great. | can’'t bdieveit!

MAX
Don't get crazy on me.

RANDALL
Oh...ah...one other thing.

MAX
You're pressingyour luck.

RANDALL

| know, but it’s dso part of theded. It'sasmal thingreally.

MAX
You said there was no repenting or prayinginvolved.

RANDALL
Nothinglike that.

MAX
(after amoment)
I"’'m listening.

RANDALL
It'ssimple, really. You havetoliveyour life.

MAX
That’s cryptic.

RANDALL
Thanks. | thought it was too.

MAX
Just what the hell doesit mean?

RANDALL

It means you can’'t deepwalk through what’s left of your life.

MAX
It’stheonly way | can avoid hurting people.
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RANDALL
You hurt yourself.

MAX
How? How did | hurt myself?

RANDALL

You didn’'t believeinyourself...in what you were...in what you are...in what you could
be.

MAX
| don’t have any “could be's” |eft.

RANDALL
But youdo. That'swhat I'mtryingto tel you.

MAX
You're oneirritating son-of-a-bitch.

RANDALL
| think it comes with thejob.

M ax crosses to Randall and gets in hisface.

MAX
| would love to smash you right in the mouth.

RANDALL
That sounds intriguing...if | could fed it. That’s the gft, you see...of living...of dying.
All the wonderful things we get to fed.

MAX
Frustration.

RANDALL
Joy.

MAX

Despair.
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RANDALL
Compassion.

MAX
Hatred.

RANDALL
Love.

MAX
Cruelty.

RANDALL
Kaherine M arie.

M ax grabs Randall. He can’'t decide what to do with him
once he has him. Finaly helets out ascream as he
pushes Randal backward and onto the bench. M ax turns
away from Randall and, after amoment, begnsto cry.

Randall gets up, crosses to M ax and places ahand on his
shoulder.

MAX
| just want out...heaven...hell...nothing. At least nothingwould be...

RANDALL
Empty.

MAX
For meit would be peaceful.

RANDALL

It’snot that easy. If | took you with me now the only thingyou would leave behind
would bethe shell of who you are. Everythingelse...dl the unresolved fedings you'll
carry with you--wherever you go. Don't leave.

MAX
I’'m afraid to stay.

RANDALL
Sowasl. Butl wish | had...just alittlewhile longer. (PAUSE) Go home. Call your son.
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MAX
| told you...wedon’t spesk.

RANDALL
That will change. Believe me.

Randall reachesinto his pocket and removes theyelowed
note M ax had torn to pieces earlier.

RANDALL, cont.
| think you should keep this.

M ax stares at the note as Randall extends it to him.

MAX
But | torethat...I mean, how did you...?

RANDALL
Don’'t ask.
M ax takes the note. Randall turnsto leave.
MAX
Where are y ou going?
RANDALL

| thought you might like your bench back.

MAX
It'stoo late. The damn sunisinthewrongplace.

RANDALL
There's dway s tomorrow.

MAX
Randall, how do | begn?

RANDALL

You've already begun.



Will | seeyou again?

You know better then to ask that.
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MAX

RANDALL

MAX

Oh...right...y ou need “ specia clearance.”

RANDALL

Well...I’ ve got to go see about a promotion.

Sorry I'm late. Stay with daddy .

I’m not going anywhere.

Yes, yes, | seeyou. Becareful.

Randall exits, whistling. M ax watches him go, then sits
onthe bench. AsM axsits, tryingto figure out how to
continue he hears theice cream truck off stage. He
smiles. A second chance. He gets up and exits toward
the sound of the truck. Thelights dim slightly.

SCENE I1I The stageis empty for afew moments. As
thelights come back up full ayoung man (wearing a
jogging outfit) jogs in from stageright. Hejogsto the
trash can stage left and stops to catch his breath.

M ax entersin arush from stageright. Hecarrieswith
him a brown lunch bag and his old throw pillow. He
moves down right where he waves and whistles to g
someone’ s attention in the distance.

MAX

He points toward the bench as he movestoiit.

He sits and waves again.

He continues to watch whoever he was wavingto as he
takes asandwich from hisbag. After amoment the
young man moves over to the bench and sits. M axand
the young man casually acknowledge one ancther.



71.

YOUNG M AN
Hey.
MAX
Hey.
The young man smiles as heinhales deeply, lookingat his
surroundings.
YOUNG M AN

Hard to believe there was afoot of snow on the ground just last week.

MAX
(almost to himself)
That’s New York in the spring...balmy one day, ablizzard the next.

M ax waves again to someonein the distance.

MAX, cont.
Don’'t get too closeto thewater.

YOUNG M AN
Cutekid. Issheyours?

MAX

She'smy gand-daughter. That’s my son, Galen, with her.

YOUNG M AN
Ahyes, | seetheresemblance. How old is your granddaughter?

MAX
Five...today .

YOUNG M AN
Ah, well, congratulations...I mean, happy birthday ...to your granddaughter.

MAX
Thank you.

YOUNG M AN
What’ s her name?



MAX
Kaherine Randall Kurtz. | liketo call her Randi.

YOUNG M AN
Nice name. Istha afamily name?

MAX
No.

YOUNG M AN
Someone you knew?

MAX

A couple of peoplel knew.
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M ax takes abite from his sandwich, then gances to the

young man.

MAX, cont.
Would you care for half of my sandwich?

YOUNG M AN
What kind of sandwich?

MAX
Peanut butter and jelly.

YOUNG M AN

Funny. | would have guessed fish sandwich.

MAX
| haven't had afish sandwich in over fiveyears. | amost had a bone get stuck in my
throat.

YOUNG M AN
Yes..well, tha can be aproblem.

M ax extends the sandwich toward the y oung man.

YOUNG M AN, cont.
Thank you.
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The young man takes half of the sandwich, but doesn’t
takeabite. Instead he places his half of the sandwich on

the bench next to him.

MAX
Have we met before?

YOUNG M AN
It's possible.

MAX
You seem strangdy familiar.

YOUNG M AN
| get that alot.

MAX

(lookingto the sky)

Looks likeit could rain later.

YOUNG M AN
It won't.

MAX

You're the weatherman on channel 4. That’s where |’ ve seen you.

YOUNG M AN
Nope.

The young man gets up and moves toward the water
fountain.

MAX
Then how do you know it’s not goingto rain? Can you seeinto the future or something?

YOUNG M AN
Only if I get clearance.

MAX
What did you say?
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The young man leans down to drink from the fountain.

MAX, cont.
(re: the fountain)
Oh, sorry, tha thinghasn't worked in years.

The young man snaps his fingers and water comes out of
the fountain. Theyoung man takes alongdrink, then
looks up to M ax with asmile.

MAX, cont.
Randall? Istha you, Randal?

YOUNG M AN
You got me.

MAX

My God! | don't believeit. | mean, look at you. You look...

YOUNG M AN
Great. | know. It came with the promotion.

MAX
Wow. Then everythingworked out for you.

YOUNG M AN
Thanks to you.

MAX
It’s so good to seeyou.

YOUNG M AN
You look happy.

MAX

Yeah. Who knew?
The young man smiles.

MAX, cont.
I’ve wanted to thank you, so many times, but didn’t know how.



YOUNG M AN
You kept your part of theded. That was enough.

MAX
The evening of the same day you left, Galen caled me.

YOUNG M AN
| know.

MAX
Katherine Randall was born on M arch 27th , at 9:00pm.

YOUNG M AN
M arch 27th. Imagne that.

MAX
| was agrandfather...am agrandfather.

YOUNG M AN
Of courseyou are. | was there...just barely made it.

MAX
You were?

YOUNG M AN
My new job.

MAX

Right. You went from desths to be births.

YOUNG M AN
Randi was my first case. By theway, that was very kind of you...naming her Randi.

MAX
Actudly, I’'mthe only onewho calls her that.

YOUNG M AN
Ah, yes, well she does ook more like a Katherine.

MAX
| felt like | owed you...and | like the name.
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YOUNG M AN
Your son didn't mind?

MAX
Not at dl. Galen and | have grown very close.

M ax waves off in his granddaughter’s direction.

MAX, cont.
What are you doing here today ? Slumming?

YOUNG M AN
Soecid assignment.

MAX

Wait. | bet | know who you're lookingfor. | passed awoman cominginto the park...

must have been at least amonth overdue

YOUNG M AN
That was M rs. Rodriguez. She's not due for another two weeks. Twins.

MAX
Oh.

YOUNG M AN
I’'m actudly herein my former capacity.

MAX
Someone's goingto die?

YOUNG M AN
Yes.

MAX
Why areyou handlingit?

YOUNG M AN

| put inaspecial request to take care of it. Thought it might make things...easier.

MAX
You mean, now that you look more like Robert Redford?
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YOUNG M AN
You redly think | look like Robert Redford?

MAX
Nah. But you look good.

YOUNG M AN
Max. I'm herefor you.

MAX
For me?

YOUNG M AN
That’sright.

MAX
No. Thishasto beamistake

YOUNG M AN
I’m afraid not.

MAX
God never makes amistake?

YOUNG M AN
Not so you'd notice.

MAX

What would you cal the platy pus?

YOUNG M AN
A practica joke.

MAX
Wéll, there’ s nothing funny about you coming for me now.

YOUNG M AN
Listen, M ax...old friend...this is hard on metoo.

MAX
Hard on you? You'rethe onewho got meto stick around in the first place.

77



YOUNG M AN
| thought you deserved a chance.

MAX
A chance a what?

YOUNG M AN

A chancefor alittle...y ou know...happiness.

MAX
And now that I've got it, it getsripped away .

YOUNG M AN
You get to take all of this with you...these memories.

MAX
| can’t touch my memories.

YOUNG M AN
Ah, but you can hold them.

MAX
Still tryingto be clever, | see.

YOUNG M AN
That hurts.

MAX
You think this doesn’t?

YOUNG M AN
Max. It'stime.

MAX
But | fed great.

YOUNG M AN
That’ s the best timeto go.

MAX

What if | just ignored you?
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YOUNG M AN
That’ s been tried before.

M ax turns away from the y oung man and closes his eyes.

MAX
You're not here.

YOUNG M AN
Thiswon’'t work. Bdieve me.

MAX

| don’'t haveto believeyou. | don’t even know you.

YOUNG M AN
Comeon, M ax, it’s me...Randall.

MAX
| don’t know that for sure. | don’t recognizey ou.

YOUNG M AN
How could you not...ah...right...of course.

M ax remains with his back to the young man and covers
his ears.

MAX
| can’'t even hear you.

The young man smiles, then turns and starts to exit. He
stops, remembering his haf of the sandwich isstill on
the bench. Heretrieves the sandwich and takes a bite as
he exits.

M AX, cont.
(after amoment)
You still there?

He opens his eyes and peeks over his shoulder. Findly
he turns around and crosses in the direction the young
man exited to make sure he's gone.
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MAX, cont.
Yes! It worked!
The old Randall enters from the opposite direction. Heis
finishing off the sandwich the y oung man exited with.
M ax has his back to Randall.
RANDALL
Not exactly.

M ax spins around.

MAX
What areyou tryingto do...scare me to death?

RANDALL
That wasn't the plan.

He studies Randall for amoment, asif he’slooking for
some bit of hopethat this might not be his time.

MAX
You'reredly not leavingwithout me, areyou?

RANDALL
| can't.

MAX
| don’t supposeyou’ d consider one more hand of cards. Five card stud. No wild cards.

RANDALL
No wild cards? What fun would that be?

MAX
By theway, | know you couldn’t seeinto the future, but I’ ve dways wanted to
ask...how did you get those five aces?

RANDALL
Just my lucky day. Andyours.



81.

MAX
Weéll, at least I'm gad it’syou...| mean, theoldyou. It’s more familiar.

Randall holds out his hand for M ax to take.

RANDALL
Areyou ready?

M ax starts to take his hand, but hesitates.

MAX
Just gve me a moment.

Helooks off in the direction of his granddaughter and son.
He smiles and wavesin their direction. Findly heinhales
deeply and lookstoward the sky. He looksto Randal
and smiles.

MAX, cont.
Okay. Let’sdothis.

Randall places ahand on M ax' s shoulder.

M AX, cont.
Let me know whenit’ s over.

RANDALL
It's done.

MAX
That'sit? No pan?

RANDALL
Likel sad...I've got connections.

MAX

What about thetunnd...or the whitelight...or my entirelife passingin front of me?

RANDALL
Seques are never as good as the orignal.

MAX
The second Godfather movie wasn’t bad.



RANDALL
You like movies?

MAX
M ostly old movies.

RANDALL
M etoo.

MAX

Randall...wherewe re going...will we see...Katherine M arie?

RANDALL
I’'m afraid not.

MAX
Where is she then?

RANDALL
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Where she belongs...here, preparingto offer herself to another lost soul looking for that

onetruelove.

MAX
Preparing hersdf?

Randall points off toward M ax’ s granddaughter.

RANDALL
Katherine Randdl is five, right?

MAX
You know tha. You were there.

RANDALL

Of course. Does she ever seem older to you?

MAX
She does seem to have an old spirit aout her.

RANDALL
Yes. And she smdls of lavender.



MAX
Now that you mention it...

After amoment.

MAX, cont.
Wait amoment. You don't mean that Katherine Randall is actualy ...

RANDALL
Katherine M arie? Not exactly, but she does carry apiece of her.

MAX

God, it that’ strue, | hope she doesn’'t have to suffer the heartache | caused her.

RANDALL
Or the disappointment | inflicted.

MAX
Maybe | shouldn’t gojust yet.

RANDALL
| told you, Randi will befine.

MAX
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You know tha for sure? Oh...wait...I get it. You got specid clearance and you’ ve seen

Randi’s future?

RANDALL
Nah, just betting on one of God’srules...” the third time's acharm.”

MAX
What...that’s like some 11th commandment?

RANDALL

It’s...ah...in the new testament...code...y ou know how the Bible iswritten in code.

MAX
You're making this up.

RANDALL
Yep.
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They both smiletoward Katherine Randall together for a
few moments. Thistime, M ax throws an arm around
Randall to comfort him.

MAX
Hey, wherel’m headed, do | get aroom of my own?

RANDALL
It’ salittle crowded for that.

They move toward the stageright exit.

MAX
SO0 | get aroommate?

RANDALL
Something like that.

MAX

| pity the poor sucker who gets me.

RANDALL
Why’sthat?

MAX
I’m pretty hard to live with.

RANDALL
To diewith.

MAX

Oh...right. Todiewith. So, any ideaswho I’m goingto get?

Randall smiles and mimes dealing adeck of cards. M ax
redlizes what that means.

MAX, cont.
You...and me? For eternity ?

RANDALL
It looks that way .
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MAX
You think it will work?

RANDALL
It better.

They start to exit.

MAX
You know what, pd. | wouldn't haveit any other way.

They exit with their arms around each other. Left onthe
bench are M ax's small pillow and the empty brown
paper bag. Thelights fade.

THEEND



